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Clinical, Residential, Administrative, Community, 
Cultural, Ceremonial, Experiential, and Natural 
Elements are all connected by the Heptagram
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The masterplan approach is defined via 
the programmatic vision of interconnected 
independent facilities and features. The 
arrangement of these clinical, residential, 
administrative, cultural, community, ceremonial, 
experiential and natural elements around a 
seven-pointed star or Heptagram creates a 
recovery campus that is framed by the ideals 
of medicine wheel and its teachings as patients 
and staff ‘walk the circle’ of recovery.
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Rooting the Vision Into Facilities and Master Planning
By utilizing Cultural Indicators known 
throughout the tribal communities within 
the Upper Peninsula, as well as the State of 
Michigan and regionally, we can develop a 
compelling concept for a service model and 
masterplan for the Recovery Hospital campus 
as a whole. Aligning historical teaching 
surrounding the Ojibwe Medicine Wheel along 
with the seven key health services allows 
for the oportunity to tell a story about the 
integrative approach to recovery and wellness 
and how that approach manifests itself in the 
overall building and planning strategy. 

Traditional Medicine Integration
The Sault Ste. Marie Recovery Hospital 
masterplan will use the uniqueness of who we 
are as a tribal nation when setting the model 

for addictions treatment. Throughout Indian 
country, the commonality we all have is loss of 
culture and language due to intergenerational 
traumas and assimilation.

Who we are as a people is interconnectedness 
to the world around us, as acknowledgment 
of being one with all of creation. We work 
within a holistic approach as to something that 
happens within one area impacts our lives in 
another area;  in a positive or negative way. We 
spiritually understood our roles within creation 
and lived by natural law. The same is true within 
our physical bodies, we need to always pay 
attention to our physical, mental, emotional, 
and spiritual wellbeing and when out of balance 
in one we are affected within another. These are 
all key components of our identity.
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The seven element Recovery 
Oriented System of Care is created 
in partnership with Hazelden Betty 

Ford. The center of the Ojibwe Stone 
Medicine Wheel - the Four Clans, 

Grandmother Moon, Father Sun and 
Mother Earth encircling the Creator - 

frames the campus idea.
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